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                                   Study Guide

“There is one universal truth, applicable to all countries, cultures and communities: violence against women is never acceptable, never excusable, never tolerable.”
 

SECRETARY-GENERAL BAN KI-MOON
I. The Situation
Violence against women is a complex social problem, which is not related to a specific country, region or culture. It’s a worldwide phenomenon. 
Although living free from violence is a human right, millions of women and girls are subjected to violence in war or in peace. All over the globe, women are beaten, raped, mutilated and killed. One out of every three women worldwide has been beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her lifetime
.

The United Nations General Assembly defines “violence against women” as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life”
.
Millennium Development Goals engage the member states of the UN towards sustainable human development and to recognize that equal rights and opportunities for women and men are critical for social and economic progress. Violence is a major obstacle to development, because it affects families and communities across the globe, reinforcing other types of violence in society.
Violence against women is a direct consequence of discrimination. Gender-based violence has its roots in a culture, which denies women equal rights with men.

The international community should provide concrete responses to violence against women and pay increased attention on the risk factors, because, although this phenomenon occurs in all social and economic classes, women who live in poverty are more likely to be the subject of violence.  
II. Forms of violence

Violence against women takes many forms: violence by an intimate partner, sexual violence, sexual violence in conflict, female genital mutilation/genital cutting, dowry murder, “honor killing”, sexual harassment.
The most common and universal form of violence against women is violence by an intimate partner with women beaten, coerced into sex or other types of abuse.
· In Australia, Canada, and Israel 40 to 70 per cent of female murder victims were killed by their partners, according to the World Health Organization

· In the United States, one-third of women murdered each year are killed by intimate partners
· In South Africa, a woman is killed every six hours by an intimate partner
· In India, 22 women were killed each day in dowry-related murders in 2007
· In Guatemala, two women are murdered, on average, each day

III. Cost and consequences 
Violence against women has a direct economic impact besides the human and emotional costs.
· The cost of intimate partner violence in the United States alone exceeds $5.8 billion per year: $4.1 billion is for direct medical and health care services, while productivity losses account for nearly $1.8 billion. 
· A 2004 study in the United Kingdom estimated the total direct and indirect costs of domestic violence, including pain and suffering, to be £23 billion per year or £440 per person. 

· In Canada, the annual costs of direct expenditures related to violence against women have been estimated at 684 million Canadian dollars for the criminal justice system, 187 million for police and 294 million for the cost of counseling and training, totaling more than 1 billion a year
· In Uganda the cost of domestic violence was estimated at 2.5 million United States dollars in 2007
.
Gender-based violence is a consequence of the failure of the governments and societies to protect the human rights of women.

Albeit international declarations have called for the eradication of violence against women, however many governments, agencies and policy makers view it as a minor social problem. A wide range of local and international organizations are fighting to combat violence against women and to promote gender equality, however these efforts need increased support. Due to their efforts, violence against women is considered today a global concern.

This type of violence is a direct concern to the United Nations, but dealing with this problem requires coordinated action that engages local and international communities. In order to create a framework to combat violence against women, United Nation adopted in 1993 the “Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women” and in 1995 at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing Platform for Action was adopted, a document which identifies twelve critical areas of concern and recommendation on how to address these concerns.
Significant progress was made, but, still, violence against women continues to have a low priority on the international development agenda.   
� � HYPERLINK "http://endviolence.un.org/about.shtml" �http://endviolence.un.org/about.shtml� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/women-s-rights/violence-against-women" �http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/women-s-rights/violence-against-women� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/violence.htm" �http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/violence.htm� 
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� � HYPERLINK "http://endviolence.un.org/situation.shtml#iv" �http://endviolence.un.org/situation.shtml#iv� 
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