 Excellence Scholarship Policy
Based on the decision of the President Cabinet of KIMEP University as of February 2016 on establishing scholarships for students of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th year of study in order to inspire students with extracurricular achievements the following terms and conditions for Excellence Scholarship(s) shall be set:

I. General conditions
1. Title of Scholarship

The scholarship is merit-based and is titled as “Excellence Scholarship”

2. Purpose of Scholarship

Purpose of this Scholarship is to recognize and reward outstanding extracurricular and academic achievements of current undergraduate degree students of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th year of study.
3. Duration of Scholarship

One academic year (consequent Fall, Spring, Summer semesters)
4. Value of Scholarship 

The scholarship covers 50 (fifty) or 25 (twenty five) percent of tuition.

II. Eligibility and Application criteria

1. Application process

Application is opened by FAO online via Student Portal.
2. Eligibility

To be eligible to apply for the scholarship a student must have:

· 12 and more credits earned at KIMEP University;

· Overall GPA 3.50 and above including incomplete grades. Candidates with incomplete grades can be awarded only conditionally. By the end of Fall semester all incomplete grades should be changed, otherwise the candidate with incomplete grades will be disqualified. In case after the grades change process, the student's GPA becomes lower than 3.50, the conditional award will be cancelled and the scholarship will be reassigned to the following student in the wait list. 
· At least one extracurricular achievement for the benefit of KIMEP University, certified by KIMEP University Department that is responsible for the activity.

· A minimum of 12 credits registration
3. Application package

To apply for a scholarship an applicant has to fill in an online application and to submit a full application package to FAO.

The application package consists of:

1. State ID

2. Copies of certificates issued during one year period starting from the previous application deadline and till the current year application deadline

3. Students, who started their undergraduate studies at KIMEP University later than March 1, may submit certificates received only after their admission to the undergraduate program at KU. 
Applicants with incomplete application package will not be considered.

III. Selection and distribution process

During the application period, FAO accepts application packages.

Once the application period is over, FAO checks the applicant’s package for completeness and submits students’ certificates of achievement for College consideration together with the applicant’s check-list, signed by the director of FAO.

Colleges check and confirm if a student’s achievement and certificate(s) are acceptable or not and make a note on this in the list composed by FAO. The list of applicants with verified certificates eligible to participate in the scholarship selection process should be signed by the College Dean and submitted to FAO within 5 working days.

Once FAO receives the signed list from each College, the selection process shall start. 

The selection process consists of two stages: 

1. Certificates assessment (35%) and Contest (35%)

2. Interview (30%)

Total - 100%

· Selection process is individual for each year of study and for each College (i.e. there are 12 separate selections)

· FAO performs certificate assessment of applicants based on the content of part IV

· FAO may ask to provide the original certificate for verification

· Results of certificate assessment are to be published on the Student Portal

· Each College, based on the verified list, invites all eligible students for the contest.

· Content of the contest is determined by the College.

· The College performs grading of the contest and provides results to FAO on the official memo, signed by the College dean within 5 working days.

· FAO posts contest results on the Student Portal.

· The results of the first stage are determined by the sum of the assessment of certificates and the contest (see part IV).

· By the results of the first stage, College invites the top performing students in each year of study for the second stage – the interview. 

· Number of students invited for the interview must exceed the number of scholarships by 2-4 (depending on the decision of the college)

· Interview is organized and held by the Scholarship Interview Committee (SIC) of each College. SIC shall be composed of at least 3 members:

· At least two faculty members 

· One FAO representative 

· SIC will conduct Interview without any information about results of the 1st stage

· Content of the Interview is determined by the College (see part V)

· Interviews will be conducted either online or offline depending on epidemiological situation.

· In case of an online interview, the College schedules online meeting and informs students about interview time and provides link via email.

· In case of an offline interview, the College reserves the hall for the interview and informs students about interview time and venue via email.

· Interview is organized by each College. Colleges invite eligible students and SIC for the upcoming interview in 3 days before the event.

· Interview evaluation/grading is performed based on the interview forms developed by Colleges and approved by the ASC.

· An interviewed student must not be evaluated based on financial situation (because the scholarship is merit-based and data about student’s need was not collected and confirmed); GPA (because this criteria is already considered at the eligibility stage); academic progress or other irrelevant to the scholarship conditions.

· The SIC performs evaluation of the interviews and provides results to FAO on the official memo, signed by the College dean within 5 working days.

· After the interview, FAO collects all interview forms and within 3 working days provides results of the interview in the form of memo to SIC members for their signatures. 

· Results of Interviews are to be published on the Student Portal

· After the results are signed, FAO, based on cumulative results from two stages, awards top students according to the number of scholarships.

· In case of equal cumulative results, preference is given to the applicant with the best interview result.

· In exceptional cases of equal results in both stages, SIC has the right to conduct an additional stage.

IV. Content of selection criteria for the first stage 

1. Content of selection criteria for certificates assessment 

Section 1: Intellectual award certificates:
1. International level - 9 points 

2. Republican level - 7 points 

3. City level - 5 points

4. University level - 3 points

Only one certificate with the highest level of achievement is accepted
Total: 9 points

Section 2: Art award certificates:
1. International level - 9 points 

2. Republican level - 7 points 

3. City level - 5 points

4. University level - 3 points

Only one certificate with the highest level of achievement is accepted

Total: 9 points

Section 3: Sports award certificates:

1. International level - 9 points 

2. Republican level - 7 points 

3. City level - 5 points

4. University level - 3 points

Only one certificate with the highest level of achievement is accepted

Total: 9 points

Section 4: Certificates for Community service:

1. Management position in a student organization* (President, Vice-President, Head) - 3 points 

2. Membership in a student organization* (other members not listed above) - 2 points
3. Volunteering that was endorsed by the university - 0.5 points per one certificate, with the maximum of 3 points and 6 certificates

*listed in the official list of KIMEP Student Organizations including the KSA. Applicant can NOT receive points as a member and a manager of the same organization.
Total: 8 points

Total from four sections: 35 points

35 points will be converted to 35% of the total score.

The result of the certificate assessment weighs 35% of the total score.

2. Content of selection criteria for the contest

The content TBA by Colleges for each required year of study (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th)

The result of the contest weighs 35% of the total score.

V. Content of selection criteria for interview

Interview forms are to be developed by Colleges for each required year of study (1st, 2nd, 3rd  and 4th) and then have to be approved by the ASC. The result of the interview will be the average score given by the members of SIC.

Content of Interviews is to be developed by each College and to be announced no later than one week before the date of the first interview.

Content of the Interview may include professional knowledge assessment, motivation and personal qualities assessment. 

The interview result weighs 30% of the total score.

VI. Awarding process

Once distribution is approved and signed by the Vice President of Finance and the Provost and General Deputy to the President, FAO publishes the list of scholarship winners on the KIMEP website. FAO also informs awarded students by phone and sends the awarding letters with scholarship regulations to students’ emails.

Scholarship holders have to accept or reject the scholarship in writing within 5 working days after being informed by email. To accept the scholarship a student must sign an awarding letter with scholarship regulations and submit it to FAO. If no acceptance is received from a student after 5 working days, then the scholarship will be redistributed to the next student from the waitlist. Students awarded from the waitlist must follow the same procedure on acceptance. To reject the scholarship a student has to inform FAO in written form (bring it to FAO or send by email).

VII. General rules, prolongation and maintenance conditions

Below is an example rules are valid for the academic year 2020-2021. Awardees of different academic years may receive different rules. The updated rules are available in the Financial Aid Office. Below is the example of 50% scholarship.
General rules and regulations governing the 50% Excellence scholarship:
1. The scholarship covers 50 (fifty) percent of tuition. 
2. The scholarship is provided for the period of one academic year for undergraduate program without the right of any prolongation. Each academic year consists of Fall, Spring, and two Summer semesters. Deposits and fees of the KIMEP Resident Hall and Library, as well as compulsory fees (student, medical, etc.) are not covered by this scholarship.

3. The recipient must register for courses in the Fall semester; scholarship will be cancelled if no registration takes place.

4. To register for the academic year 2020-2021 the 50% scholarship holder must:

· in Fall semester, pay the first installment - the one-third of 50% of semester tuition, since the remaining 50% is covered by the scholarship, then to pay student fee and medical fee.

· in Spring semester, pay the first installment - the one-third of 50% of semester tuition and student fee.

· in Summer semesters, pay 50% of semester tuition only, without payment of fees.

In the Fall and Spring semesters, the second and third installment of tuition must be paid in accordance with the Academic Calendar. In case of late payment of tuition, a single-time penalty is charged. The amount of student and medical fees may be changed for the next academic year. During the distance learning mode fees can be cancelled.

5. The scholarship is automatically accrued to student’s account and is reflected in the Payment Report from the moment of full-time academic load registration in the Fall and Spring semesters and any registration for Summer semesters. Full-time academic load for undergraduate programs is the registration for at least 4 courses or 12 credits.
6. The scholarship amount depends on the actual number of courses registered in a particular semester, taking into account the number of established scholarship credits limited per academic year. For the 2020-2021 academic year, there is no limit for number of credits for students of the last year of study.
7. In order to maintain the scholarship during the period of its validity the recipient must keep a minimum overall GPA of 3.50 each semester, and keep a full-time status in Fall and Spring semesters.

8. If the recipient of the scholarship is going to participate in student exchange program, then he/she has to register and transfer back to KIMEP University at least 4 courses/12credits per regular semester (Fall/Spring). In this case, the scholarship will cover only the courses/credits transferred to KIMEP University.

9. The scholarship does not cover any withdrawn, academic withdrawal “AW”, retaken and “0” credit courses and any other fees for which the student is liable: deposits, late payment fees, late registration fees, or other fees.

10. If recipient of this scholarship transfers to program of another college of KIMEP University, then this scholarship will NOT be retained.  

11. If a student’s overall GPA falls below 3.50, yet is above 2.33, a student may apply for scholarship probation for next semester. If GPA falls below 2.33, then a student cannot apply for scholarship probation and has to raise their GPA up to 3.50. This policy is applied once for the entire period of the student’s study regardless of the number and types of received scholarships. Scholarship Probation will only take effect after official confirmation from the KIMEP Administration for every Academic Year.
12. A student cannot be awarded several types of KIMEP University financial aid/scholarships simultaneously; therefore he/she will be given the most suitable one. 

13. A student cannot receive financial aid/scholarship assistance that exceeds the total amount of tuition for a semester or academic year.

14. The scholarship is not transferable and has no cash value. 

15. Total number of credits for the entire period of study covered by any scholarship/financial aid cannot exceed the number of credits required for graduation from the selected program according to KIMEP Catalog (the courses transferred earlier are taken into account).

16. By accepting the scholarship, the recipient agrees that personal information (tuition, grades, debt, etc.) can be disclosed to his/her parent(s), guardian(s) or sponsor(s).

17. By accepting the scholarship, the recipient agrees to participate in recruitment and promotional events organized by departments and offices of KIMEP University when needed.

18. The submitted student’s information is retained by KIMEP University and can be used for any future references.

19. KIMEP University reserves the right to cancel this scholarship, or modify its terms, at any time based on the decisions of the Disciplinary Committee, President’s Cabinet, or other authorized body, as well as due to Academic/Disciplinary probation, falsification of any official documents, or other actions that can be qualified as an administrative violation of regulations of KIMEP University.
20. Provision of the scholarship will be terminated if a student no longer meets eligibility criteria.

21. All information published by the official sources of information, as well as sent to a student’s personal or university e-mail (U-mail, e.g. studentname@kimep.kz) will be deemed as received and read. KIMEP University’s official sources of information: KIMEP University’s Website and Catalog. 

22.  Information on all the rules and conditions of financial aid/ scholarships is available in the Financial Aid Office. Please consult with the Financial Aid Office before making any changes related to academic, financial or other areas (withdraw courses, transfer between programs, applying for an exchange program, receiving “I” grade, etc.) as it may lead to the suspension or cancellation of your financial aid/scholarship.

Important! 

Allocating the scholarship and its size are subject to availability of the University funds. KIMEP University reserves a right to amend the conditions, criteria and order of allocation of the scholarship. The award can be cancelled by KIMEP at any time. 

Distribution of the Excellence Scholarship takes place in Fall semester. Students going abroad on exchange program may apply and participate in excellence scholarship distribution only if distribution is done online.
Exceptional cases: If a student participating in the Excellence scholarship has any change of records (i.e withdraw from courses) that further affect his/her year of study then the student’s results will be considered from the contest stage.
