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TV correspondent analyst of News program 
Department
“Kazakhstan Republic TV & Radio Corporation” JSC, 
Founder of PR agency “Ai-Media Group”

For as long as I can remember, I have wanted to be a TV 
journalist. My first experience as a TV-journalist was in 
one of the news programs when I was in the third year. 
Later, thirteen years of work as a TV-journalist allowed 
me to observe the changes in the format and standards 
of journalism. I understand that development and 
improvement of the skills and learning of new format in 
journalism and new media are essential for my career. 

In 2012, I won Dr. Bang’s scholarship and took a chance 
to study at KIMEP University in the Master of Arts in 
International Journalism (MAIJ) program. I enjoyed 
being a student of KIMEP and learning new subjects, 
like Academic writing, Critical thinking, PR Strategies, 
Photojournalism, Leadership and Motivation, Marketing, 
Consumer Behavior, and other. 

Because of studying hard, I improved my knowledge 
and skills as a journalist and PR specialist. I always apply 
the knowledge that I have received at KIMEP University. 
The University allowed me to make much headway in 
the field. Also, I was able to practice and greatly improve 
the knowledge of English language. Now I can conduct 
interviews with the international diplomatic community, 
international businessmen, and finance leaders for 
exclusive programs. For example, I interviewed the XII 
President of Afghanistan, Khamit Karzay, Ex-president of 
Turkey, Abdullah Gul, President of Senegal, Macky Sall, 
UN Special Envoy for Syria, Staffan de Mistura, Chairman 
of “JP Morgan Chase International”, Jacob Frenkel, 
CEO of “Citigroup”, James Cowles, and other famous 
international speakers. Presenting myself as an English-
speaking journalist, I had a chance to visit CNN Channel 
through the U.S. Embassy program. Thanks to my English 
language knowledge and professional skills, I’m qualified 
to work on international issues, thus increasing my 
competitiveness in the domestic TV-journalism market. 

Furthermore, after completing the MAIJ program, I 
founded my own business – a PR agency “Ai-Media 
Group”. At KIMEP, I learned a lot about strategic PR plan, 
how to acquire clients, what instruments of PR promotion 
are effective, how to use graphics, etc. It helped me a 

lot with my start-up. My agency has several interesting 
PR-projects in the medical sphere, organizes events such 
as “Shabyt”, “The International Vocal Artist competition 
of Bibigul Tulegenova”, and other. Also, I have presented 
myself as the PR-specialist of Son Pascal, Nurbigul 
Egizova, Anel Marabayeva, and others. I thank KIMEP 
University for presenting me with a chance to become 
successful in PR.

Finally, I conclude my story with a quotation of Jack Ma: 
“If you achieved a small victory today, you will reach the 
top tomorrow. Only by knowledge will you know what 
you need now and what to turn your back on. If you have 
a goal, then you’ve already won!”

Aigerim Agyltayeva, MAIJ 2014 
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Senior Manager, Department of promotion and 
tourism, JSC “NC” Astana EXPO-2017”

First of all, I would like to congratulate KIMEP University, 
its faculty, and students on the 25th anniversary – a 
quarter of a century of high-quality education and a 
high level of graduates’ qualifications for the modern 
challenges of the labor market.

Let me share a story of my post-KIMEP path through the 
lens of advice for students. I hope my story can inspire at 
least one person for a personal achievement.

Absorb everything as if you are a sponge! 

Sometimes, to explain what it’s like to study at KIMEP, I 
joked that during all 4 years of my bachelor degree in 
my previous university I didn`t study as hard, as I did 
during 1 year at KIMEP. And this is true. KIMEP makes 
you study and the word “nerd” is more of a compliment 
than an insult. You become competitive because of a vast 
network of fellow students with unique backgrounds. 
And this competitive environment is a unique platform 
for obtaining knowledge, ideas, and useful tools. Thus, 
finding myself in such an environment, I began to learn 
from my classmates and teachers, attended all sorts of 
workshops and seminars, combined with the hours I 
spent in the library, which for a while became my second 
home.

Do not be afraid to work free for the sake of valuable 
experience!

Once, when I saw an announcement about the SMM 
internship at the Graduate Admissions Office, I decided to 
go and get this knowledge, without even understanding 
how these three letters were supposed to be deciphered 
but realizing that this was something important. After 
studying the basics of SMM in theory, I immediately 
began to apply my knowledge in practice. For the first 
time, I created a page on Facebook and published my first 
posts. Later on, this experience was useful to me in my 
work in the field of marketing.

Another useful experience was an internship I had with 
a private lawyer, whose lectures inspired me and due to 
that I was ready to combine study and work. Having a 
Bachelor’s degree in law and experience of working at the 

center of public services, I was very pleased to deal with 
the legal issues of service companies and took part in civil 
cases. I personally dealt with one case and won it as a 
representative of the complainant party.

Set a clear goal which you are ready to make sacrifices 
for!

In the final year of studying at KIMEP for my Master’s 
degree, I saw an internship in the Parliament, and I 
realized that I can and I want to work for the benefit of 
the country. And at that time, I had a clearly stated goal 
– to work on the national project EXPO-2017. After my 
internship was over, I took my resume to all the offices 
of the national company without choosing any specific 
department. Encouraged by my parliamentary practice 
and degree from KIMEP, I thought that my phone was 
going burst from offers. But I did not receive any calls.

Azamat Temirbekov, MPA 2014
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Azamat Temirbekov, MPA 2014

Listen to the tips of elders but 
have an internal screening. 

I had the choice to listen to my 
parents and return to my hometown, 
live an ordinary and boring life, or 
go ahead with my goal without any 
support. The only person I had in 
Astana was my cousin, with whom 
I lived in a small village 30 km from 
the city. I did not lose any hope when 
working towards my goal of working 
at the national company. No help, no 
calls – I was on my own. I continued 
to pass through security posts, I 
knocked on the doors of offices to 
submit my CV. However, there were 
no results.

Then my brother gave me a great 
advice – in order to find a job you 
need to tell how you can be useful 
to the company or the EXPO project. 
Using the Internet, I studied the experience of holding 
EXPOs and the practice of post-usage of EXPO facilities. 
As a result, I prepared a presentation, waited for the right 
moment, and presented it. I was invited for an internship 
but without any guarantees to be hired.

Work with complete dedication and then you will 
succeed.

I liked what I did and I worked hard. There were days 
when I had to spend nights in the office. Every day I 
traveled by taxi late at night from my office and back to 
the office at sunrise. But there was not a single day when 
I woke up and did not want to go to work.

My internship lasted six months. There were several 
administrative changes in the company’s management, 
so the leaders who saw my work left. I had to start 
everything from scratch with a new leader and 
management.

Thus, after many self-restrictions, fewer calls to my 
parents persuading me to stop working for free, and 
passing tests and interviews, I was recruited by the 
national company Astana EXPO-2017.

My recommendations to current students

Official employment gave me even more strength and 
I worked with confidence. My bosses, after evaluating 
my efforts and dedication, sent me to the EXPO 2015 
in Milan, where our team gained the experience of the 
organizers and saw the activities at the Kazakhstan 
pavilion.

During the organization of the Astana EXPO-2017 
exhibition, I worked on various cultural, entertainment, 
scientific and sports projects including the international 
promotion of EXPO-2017 by means of EXPO-Caravan 
in Europe, Auto-moto expedition, cooperation with 
the team of G.G. Golovkin, Astana Pro Team cycling 
team, the organization of Football Tournament, and the 
International cycling race Tour of EXPO-2017, etc.

My story proves that you can work wherever you want 
and wherever you see yourself. Because when you love 
what you do, you are happy. I want to wish students to 
be strong and goal-oriented, in order to achieve their 
dreams and enjoy their own victories!
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Project Assistant, the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP)
Thousands of Kazakhstani students 
study at the best universities in 
the world through the Presidential 
Scholarship Program Bolashak. Like 
my other peers, I was also eager 
to continue my study abroad and 
sought any opportunities to pursue 
my goals. I had a chance to study in the USA and the 
Netherlands, but after being awarded the Nursultan 
Nazarbayev Scholarship at KIMEP, I decided to earn 
my Master Degree in International Relations in the 
country. KIMEP is known as the oldest and largest North 
American-style University in Central Asia, founded by 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev. KIMEP alumni occupy 
high positions in state and international organizations 
throughout our huge country and work successfully 
abroad.
There were many foreign students at the program 
of International Relations, especially in the Masters 
Degree program. We spent most of our time in the 
library preparing for classes and exams and discussing 
international issues together outside of the campus. It 
was the most advantageous time for us to learn more 
about the situations in our classmates’ home countries. 
We liked attending International Cooking Days in the 
dormitory and other student festivals to get acquainted 
with new cultures and traditions at KIMEP Great Hall. We 
went to the dacha of our course mate with our Professors 
during one Nauryz Holiday to cook shashlyks. I met my 
best friends - classmates from Tajikistan, Austria, the USA, 
Sweden, Georgia, South Korea, Iran, and other countries. 
We still keep in touch with one another; I had the honor 
of being invited to enjoy a Tajik wedding in Dushanbe. 
We still discuss and share the news in IR and other 
topics, despite the fact that we live in different countries 
and cities. It is a Friendship of Nations that I wish our 
world would have someday. I do agree with Bruce M. 
Russet and John R. O’Neal, who wrote the Triangulating 
Peace Theory, which states that these three elements 
– Democracy, Interdependence, and International 
Organizations – lead the world towards living in peace in 
this global village. We learned about this theory in the IR 
Theory course at KIMEP. 
All professors gave us invaluable knowledge and 
every day brought unforgettable memories. I thank 
Professors Scott Spehr, Ustina Markus, Nargiz Kassenova, 
Didar Kassymova, Jiri Melich, Steven Green, Nygmet 
Ibadildin, Zharmukhamed Zardykhan, Alex Danilovich, 
John Dixon, Golam Mostafa, Richard Rousseau, and all 
others who taught us throughout the academic years. 
They gave their best and prepared high professionals 
for this liberal market. Students were encouraged so 
much that now most of us continue to conduct research 
in IR and other related issues. We had a Diplomatic 

Briefing Club at the KIMEP Central Asian Studies Center 
with the Professors to discuss issues in IR. During 
the academic years, I published my research paper, 
titled “Government Response to the Global Financial 
Crisis: Educational Loan System in Kazakhstan,” at 
the International Youth Research Conference, under 
the supervision of Prof. Alex Danilovich. I was greatly 
supported by Professor Nygmet Ibadildin while writing 
my Thesis, titled “Internationalization in Higher Education 
of Kazakhstan”. Under the supervision of Professor Boris 
Stremlin, I traveled to Tashkent to compare a number 
of international students studying in Kazakhstan and 
Uzbekistan and it provided good results to my research.
KIMEP Alumni Astana branch, led by Ambassador 
Murager Sauranbayev, meets on various occasions 
regularly. We have pages in many social networks where 
alumni share the news. We organize meetings with 
KIMEP alumni and other public figures, as well as create 
charity events. The alumni are hoping to finance one 
KIMEP student via the Alumnus Scholarship. I am ready 
to support this idea and hope to make it happen soon 
with our alumni. Whenever I am in Almaty, I meet my 
KIMEP classmates and visit KIMEP Professors. It is a great 
pleasure to walk around the campus, go to the KIMEP 
Grill to have tea or coffee, to look back on the busiest and 
wonderful time I had at KIMEP.
I was in great demand while I was a student at KIMEP. I 
had many job offers from employers in Almaty. I started 
working at the U.S. Peace Corps in Almaty upon the 
completion of all my required courses. I was able to join 
this international organization, thanks to the internships 
I took as KIMEP major courses at the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defense 
and Security of Mazhilis, Parliament of Kazakhstan, and 
also to the volunteer work I did at the Eurasia Foundation 
of Central Asia.
I have been working for the United Nations Development 
Program and Ministry of Foreign Affairs project on 
“Expert support for the establishment of a national official 
development assistance (ODA) system in Kazakhstan” 
since December 2014. Prior to joining this project, I 
worked for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the same 
questions at the ODA unit of the Foreign Economic 
Policy Department. I was one of the responsible staff 
at the MFA to bring to fruition President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev’s initiative to establish a national ODA system 
in Kazakhstan. Working on drafting and adopting a law 
on ODA of Kazakhstan in 2014 was a privilege for me. 
Kazakhstan was the first country to adopt such a law on 
ODA throughout the whole CIS.
I advise current students of KIMEP to use all the 
opportunities KIMEP gives to the students. If you can 
receive them, they can help you realize your hopes for 
the future, as you will be equipped with a big bag of 
knowledge. It opens a way to the world without any 
borders. You are the ones who will lead the country to the 
bright and democratic tomorrow.

Ainur Tuimebekova, MIR 2013
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Director at “TALAPAI” LLP

Hello, Diyar. Could you please tell us a couple of 
words about your life at KIMEP University and what 
happened after?

Hi, Raushan. First, let me express my deepest gratitude to 
KIMEP and its faculty, who helped me find my own path 
in my professional life. I got my Bachelor’s degree in 2009 
with a Major in Marketing and a Minor in Operational 
Management. Both helped me a lot. I managed to 
finish the program in 3 years and was brimming with 
motivation and knowledge, which helped me find the 
best place to join. After graduation in 2009, I joined 
Toyota Company and at first, I was responsible for 
Logistics. At Toyota, this meant storage, transportation, 
and insurance of vehicles. All the knowledge I had from 
my OM courses (which seemed useless sometimes during 
classes) helped me prove my true competence in the 
eyes of my management. Then, I moved to the Marketing 
department, where I was responsible for the Lexus brand. 
Later, after a couple of years, Samsung invited me to join 
their Sales department and I was happy to check my sales 
and marketing skills in the highly competitive electronics 
market. Years after, I was promoted to the role of Head 
of the Marketing Department and was responsible for 
Marketing in 9 countries in Central Asia. Now, I am 
leading a project in e-commerce called TALAPAI. 

Why did you decide to leave corporate life and started 
your own business?

When I was working for one of the most ambitious 
companies in the world – Samsung, I realized that in the 
middle of the 21th century a single person in South Korea 
launched a small company, which then turned into the 
biggest electronics supplier in the world. And I thought, 
why not me?! I know, it sounds somewhat funny and 
naïve, but I did not care. What I knew at that time was 
that this idea was fixed in my head. Thus, in 2014, my 
business partner and I decided to launch TALAPAI. Now 
TALAPAI is a company that employs more than 20 people 
and has huge intellectual potential. Last year we had a 
turnover of approximately 500 mln. tenge and we are still 
growing. This summer we are celebrating our two-year 
anniversary. Talapai is an online shop where you can buy 
electronics and soon we are expanding our assortment to 
three times the current amount.

What do you think about the competitiveness of 
KIMEP graduates in the Kazakhstani market?

You know, all the best employers are hunting after KIMEP 
graduates starting from the moment they graduate. For 
example, let us look at the Big 4. I think 80% of people 
in that market are KIMEP graduates. We have great 
theoretical and practical knowledge that is applicable 
in the Kazakhstani market. You know, the main barrier 
in becoming successful is not solely knowledge, it is 
the fear of the unknown and the perfectionism that all 
knowledgeable people usually have in their heads. I 
believe that a KIMEP education builds this confidence, as 
well as professional knowledge.

What would you recommend to the current students 
of your alma mater? 

I will make it short: Don’t be afraid of challenges. There 
are many of them coming your way. Always. Move 
forward and accept these challenges and make sure you 
overcome them all! 

Diyar Doskhozhayev, BSC 2009
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Chief-specialist-analyst
Baiterek National Management Holding

“KIMEP made a significant contribution not 

only to my career but to my whole life”

Z. Kamenova
Why did you choose KIMEP?

I chose KIMEP for its culture. 

Before KIMEP, I enjoyed communication with my 
schoolmates of different nationalities, religions, and 
social classes. I was always interested in seeing things 
from many perspectives, finding differences, points of 
intersection and analyzing the effectiveness of global 
thinking. When I first came to KIMEP with my sister 
Aliya Kamenova, one of the brilliant KIMEP students of 
her time, I had the specific feeling that I belonged to 
its culture. That day, I decided to become a part of the 
KIMEP family. 

What exactly did KIMEP give you?

KIMEP gave me a great experience. 

When I think of KIMEP, I think of:
•	 learning to express my thoughts in English fluently
•	 practicing my research and presentation skills
•	 participating in competitions like Changellenge and 

X-Culture
• 	 working with amazing people at the KIMEP 

Undergraduate Admissions Office
•	 being a part of the KIMEP International Students 

Association (KISA)
• 	 making friends across the world
• 	 meeting the love of my life 

KIMEP was an important step in my life. Thanks to KIMEP, 
I realized who I want to be, what I want to do, and how I 
can make my goals come true. KIMEP is a place that is full 
of opportunities and supportive people. It is the choice of 
each student to either waste time by having short-term 
“fun” or work hard to find the keys to long-term success 
in the competitive and quickly changing world.

Did you join any student 
organizations?

I was a part of the KISA 
family. 

When most of the freshmen 
were becoming members 
of different student 
organizations, I was all 
concentrated in improving 
my English. When I came 
to KIMEP, my English was 
not at the level I wanted 
it to be. I wanted to be 
able to listen to other 
people’s speech in English 
with different accents 
and easily understand 
them, and then, in turn, 
be easily understood by 
others. Knowing languages 
can open many doors. 
It helps different people 
understand each other better and share experiences. It 
unites us and preserves our uniqueness at the same time. 
After a year of Foundation courses, I met my Academic 
English professors. When they said that my English was 
the equivalent of the level I would have attained if I had 
studied abroad for years, I realized that I had achieved 
my goal. I was proud of myself. My level of English and 
interest in multicultural communication led me to the 
KISA family where I met many creative people, organized 
many interesting events, and learned to be a part of a big 
team.

What professors do you remember?

I remember each KIMEP professor in my academic life 
and I am grateful to everyone for their contribution to my 
life. 

Among the long list of the KIMEP professors, I would be 
glad to say many thanks to a few of them. 

I want to thank Alessandro Frigerio for some of the most 
interesting lectures at KIMEP. From his lectures on the 
Principles of Ethics, I learned to be attentive to details, 

Interview with Zhazira Kamenova, BSC 2010
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analyze situations objectively, and understand what truly 
happens when people make certain decisions. I use these 
skills nowadays to make my decisions. In the beginning, 
the theory seemed to be hard to remember and the 
philosophies not easily differentiated. When the professor 
helped me to see how it works in reality, I started to 
understand people better, see how people make their 
choices and decisions and solve dilemmas that seem 
unsolvable. 

I am grateful to the LDP lecturer Alma Alpeissova for 
letting her students meet many successful people during 
the lectures. We were able to ask the guests questions 
directly and learn many practical things for our career. 

I would also like to express my gratitude to Michael 
Conrad. I took two courses from this professor: Principles 
of Management, Leadership and Motivation. Each class 
was unique and useful for me. Thanks to his classes, I 
became even more responsible, self-disciplined, and 
hardworking. I started appreciating my time and using 
it effectively. I became more courageous, creative, and 
unique. I learned how to be one of a kind.

How did KIMEP help you in your career?

In my career, KIMEP helped me in many ways.

After I attended a KIMEP Job Fair in 2015, being a 
candidate of a Bachelor of Business Administration with 
Major in Marketing and Minor in Management, I received 
job offers from companies like KPMG, British American 
Tobacco, and Synergy Partners. Companies from different 
spheres like consulting, marketing, law, and others liked 
my CV, which I created based mostly on my achievements 
at KIMEP. 

My first work place after graduation was PwC. I worked at 
Marketing Department. I enjoyed practicing my Major for 
a year. 

Then, for family reasons, I moved to Astana in 2016 
and it was quite a challenge for me. Everything was 
new for me in Astana: a new city, new home, new work 
place, new people, new trails and new achievements – a 
completely new environment. When I came to Astana, I 
joined Kazakhstan Project Preparation Fund, a subsidiary 
company of “Baiterek National Management Holding” 
as a Public Relations Manager. It was close to Marketing 
but still was something I really needed to explore. KIMEP 
taught me to believe in myself, never give up, and work 
hard. 

After four months, I received a job offer from “Baiterek 
National Management Holding” itself, where I have been 
working since January 2017. Here, I work at Press Service 
of the Holding and every day I use the knowledge and 
skills that I gained at KIMEP. I work on International PR, 
the Holding’s website, and marketing. As a person who is 
always ready to learn more, I can now easily understand 
the journalistic part of my department. KIMEP taught me 
to be adaptive. That is why I did not lose myself in the 
new environment.

Do you still stay in touch with your classmates?

I do my best to stay in touch with my classmates.

Frankly speaking, it is not an easy thing to do due to 
the limited time and the many things I deal with almost 
every day. Because of the specifics of my department, I 
always need to stay alert because we deal with lots of 

Interview with Zhazira Kamenova, BSC 2010
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information and nowadays the speed of its sharing is 
very fast. That is why I created the page on Facebook 
mostly for communicating with my classmates. I treat my 
classmates as family members because we all are a KIMEP 
family. I am glad to know what is going on in their lives, 
what news they share and where they are. I think it is 
great that the KIMEP family is big and friendly.

Can you give an advice to students of KIMEP?

I would suggest KIMEP students stay unique and be one 
of a kind.

Study with passion, work hard, meet new people, travel 
if you have such opportunities, read a lot, learn more 
languages, and just be open. Talk to successful people, 
try to see what is behind their success, make some notes 
for yourself but do not copy them. Create your own path 
to success using your perception of life and experiences. 
Do not be afraid to make mistakes. Just try. Try until you 
finally do it.

Do you consider yourself a successful person?

I think I am successful, but there is still so much to 
achieve.

I am proud of who I am now and want to continue my 
self-development. It is never too late to change your 
specialization, to move somewhere you want to be, to 
get an experience you want to get, to make achievements 
you dreamed of, and to learn more languages.

What did you enjoy most while studying at KIMEP?

At KIMEP, I enjoyed working in teams on projects the 
most.

At work, I deal with people and a lot of information 
every day. I learned how to do that effectively at KIMEP. 
Of course, it was much easier for me to do any work by 
myself, but when you are on a team, you brainstorm, 
share ideas and responsibilities, debate, and learn to be 
argumentative and persuasive, and to trust others.

What are your future goals?

I would like to learn more about journalism, become a 
professional in it, and publish books.

I love writing. I love to share my thoughts through 
poems, stories, articles. At home in Almaty, where I lived 
for a long time, I have so many unpublished poems and 
stories. I am a creative and sensitive person. Such little 
things like the song of birds or smile can affect me and 
then I create music for piano or a poem. I want to make 
this world a little bit better, happier, and kinder. I believe 
that I will publish at least some of my creations because I 
lost many of them during the move and I hope that they 
will inspire someone.

Do you want to add anything else?

I want to thank my family for all they did for me.

I want to thank my parents for the opportunity to study 
at the leading university of Kazakhstan and Central Asia 
and their constant support in my life. I don’t know what 
I would have been doing without my sisters, Elmira and 
Aliya. Their advice, recommendations, and help made me 
feel more motivated. 

I congratulate the President of KIMEP, Dr. Chan Young 
Bang, and his team of professionals on the important 
date – the 25th Anniversary of the foundation of the 
University. KIMEP already has many achievements and, as 
I think, the main achievement of KIMEP and its graduates 
– strong, ambitious, successful, creative, interesting and 
happy people and true professionals. I wish KIMEP even 
more achievements, prosperity, and talented students. I 
want every graduate of our University to remember the 
student years with a share of warmth. Current students, 
KIMEP is now in your hands. Make KIMEP proud of you. I 
wish all members of the big KIMEP family to be happy.

Interview with Zhazira Kamenova, BSC 2010
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“The heaviness of being successful was 
replaced by the lightness of being a 
beginner again”
Steve Jobs

As I reflect on eight years of my professional career, I 
see a clear pattern – whenever I felt finally settled and 
successful, I pushed myself out of my comfort zone and 
started all over again. Along the way, I would learn new 
things, discover new areas for personal development, and 
create new ideas. It wasn’t all romantic though – I had 
moments of fear, pain and confidence issues. However, 
the principle of “being a beginner again” allowed me to 
constantly grow, and this is what I enjoy the most!

I would like to share some highlights of my journey with 
magazine readers in case they will find it useful and get 
inspired to start fresh.

Career start at KPMG

“KPMG is hiring!” – I read with excitement in the ad 
posted by the Career and Development Center. It was the 
year 2009 when financial markets were still recovering 
from the global financial crisis. KPMG hired only 13 
graduates that year compared to the 70 in the previous 
year, and I was one of the lucky 13! I feel so grateful 
to KIMEP for providing me with strong knowledge 
of accounting and finance which, coupled with my 
internships, part-time jobs, and extracurricular activities, 
secured me a place at KPMG.

There I was, fresh from university, starting my first ever 
serious career with an international firm. My personal and 
professional growth there was spectacular on all fronts. 
The most important skills I mastered at KPMG, which 
I believe will serve me for the rest of my life, are quick 
learning and adaptation to the new environment. On 
average, every month I was starting a new audit project, 
which meant a new company and a new industry to 
research, new organizational structure and operations to 
study, new problems to solve, and new people to build 
relationships with.

CAREER STORY FROM KIMEP ALUMNA – NADEZHDA TSOY

The most memorable 
and developing 
experience I had at 
KPMG is when I was 
entrusted to lead 
an audit of our new 
banking client. Imagine 
a 20-year-old with 
limited knowledge 
of banking industry 
and a team of 3 older 
colleagues to manage. 
I was both feared to 
death and excited to try 
myself in the new role. 
I believed I could do it 
and took one small step at a time, including asking many 
questions from my supportive senior colleagues. 

Fast forward, a couple of years, at the age of 24, I became 
the youngest Audit Manager in the local practice history 
with boosted self-confidence and strong belief that 
nothing is impossible.

A student again

So, I started looking for new challenges again. I had 
always wanted to get an international experience 
in studying and working abroad. Muskie Graduate 
Fellowship Program was the only merit-based fellowship 
sponsoring MBA degree at that time. Having been 
through a highly competitive selection process, I got in 
top 2% out of over 3,000 applicants.

Feeling like a super star, I arrived at the Muskie induction 
course in Washington DC. There I met other 65 finalists 
with different backgrounds from various countries. 
They were the brightest people I had met, with great 
achievements and aspirations. I soon realized how 
foolish it was to think that I had achieved a lot, and 
discovered new horizons for my further development. It 
was a wakeup call for me to raise the bar and set higher 
standards for myself. Since then, I consciously seek to 
surround myself with people I look up to, in order to stay 
humble and constantly fuel the urge for growth.
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CAREER STORY FROM KIMEP ALUMNA – NADEZHDA TSOY

Unreal becomes real
When I was doing my MBA, I grew a dream that 
seemed unreal at first – to join the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC), a private arm of the World Bank Group 
(WBG). I heard lots of myths how hard it was to get there. 
The most “scary” for me was that they recruit only MBAs 
from top B-Schools and experts with a brilliant track 
record of at least 20 years of experience and that I must 
live in DC for constant networking. And I did not have any 
of that! Moreover, I had no idea where to start. But my 
goal was clear – I aimed to get a temporary assignment 
at the IFC HQ for the Fall.

As networking is a primary tool for getting a job 
in the US, I learned how to do it. I emailed over 30 
people around the globe reaching out to current and 
ex-WBG employees and asked them to share their 
WBG recruitment and work experience with me over 
a 15-minute call or Skype session. All the effort with 
crafting every message, hosting calls and building 
relationships abundantly paid off. I was offered a job as I 
specifically wanted it.

The lesson I learned here was to always aim at high, and 
never settle for less than your dream level. Find what you 
truly want and go for it by taking necessary steps, keep 
practicing and refining your approach until you get what 
you want.

Career change

IFC experience opened new doors for me – I discovered 
a whole new world of global investments. Driven by 
my curiosity to learn more about the industry, I started 
looking for new opportunities. This time my search was 
different – I became more conscious of my career values, 
i.e. the things that were important for me at work.

My first career value is Impact. I want to see how my 
decisions and actions lead to the positive changes in our 
society. The organization I joined, National Investment 
Corporation of NBK (NIC), manages funds, which belong 
to the people of Kazakhstan. And in my role, as a global 
real estate investor, I contribute to constructing an asset 
management program with the aim to enhance wealth 
for our future generations.

My second career value is learning and development. 
My new challenge was to launch a diversified investment 
program in global real estate from scratch. This had 
never been done on an institutional scale in Kazakhstan 
before. I still vividly remember my first day at NIC when I 
had a meeting with top managers from BlackRock – the 
first 20 minutes I did not understand what they were 
talking about! It was all new – terminology, thinking, and 
communication.
I am glad that I overcame the doubt of leaving my Big4 
Manager position and started a new career from the very 
beginning. It has been a rewarding experience for me so 
far which stretched me in so many ways: learning a new 
profession, acquiring a global mindset, and adjusting to a 
quasi-government organization dynamic.

What’s next?

Having enjoyed my career journey so far, I realized that 
sweetness from achieving and overcoming yet another 
challenge does not last long. What kept me fulfilled until 
now is the joy of helping and seeing others succeeding 
– my junior team members who I mentored, job seekers 
who I coached, and the friends who I shared my advice 
with.

That’s why this August I decided to embark on yet 
another venture – I co-founded career coaching company 
“ArchiteCT” to help students and young professionals 
find what they love doing and successfully get through 
recruitment processes both in Kazakhstan and abroad.
I believe that the more successful professionals we grow, 
the more prosperous our country will become!
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Co-owner, model agency EAT Models

I chose KIMEP because at that time it was one of the most 
prestigious universities in Kazakhstan and it offered the 
best education in the fields I was interested in. 

Those years were the most fun I had in my life. New 
friends, new experiences, becoming an adult. All that is 
priceless. 

Every one of my professors had a huge impact and 
shared the most valuable knowledge with me. 

Currently, I’m working on many different projects 
including Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Almaty; I co-own 
a model agency called EAT Models and expand projects 
in restaurants and bar industry with my business partners.

Since I’m co-owning all of the businesses I’m a part of, 
the main thing that KIMEP helped me with is to learn how 
to manage all the business processes including the main 
one - the finances. When you study, you actually take all 
of the classes as something that you do for parents or for 
teachers and you are trying your best to ace that, but still 
you do it automatically. You understand the value of that 
knowledge only when you face it on your own in real life. 

I’m very close with some of my classmates and we hang 
out every week. It’s always good to have around the 
people who you know for that long. Especially the ones 
you met in university.

Ayan Meiramgazin (Yan Ray), BSC 2007

I would recommend current students to pick your 
education and your path very consciously and believe 
that everything is possible. Do it for yourself and yourself 
only.

As for my hobbies, I travel. That’s my main remedy from 
stresses. 

My ideas on happiness and success: as long as you are 
free within yourself, do what you like, surround yourself 
with the people that uplift and nourish you and you will 
be in love, you will be happy and successful. 

Anything else you would like to share with the KIMEP 
community? – No one knows what they are doing so 
don’t be afraid.
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Gulzhan Tuzelbayeva, BSC 2005

Trainer in the Actors’ school

Gulzhan Tuzelbayeva graduated from KIMEP in 2005 and 
received her Bachelor’s degree in Finance. 

“At first I enrolled in NARXOZ University but then my 
friend persuaded me to go to KIMEP, so I took my 
documents and went there,” Gulzhan says.

According to Gulzhan, there were many reasons that 
made her choose KIMEP and one of them was the 
opportunity to study in English and the presence of good 
faculty members.

One of Gulzhan’s favorite professors was Peg Ryan. 

“She was teaching accounting,” says Tuzelbayeva. “I really 
liked that she knew her subject in practice because she 
had her own business. I think I love accounting now 
because of her”. 

In her 3rd year of study, Gulzhan Tuzelbayeva decided 
to transfer to one of the Switzerland universities and 
get a bachelor degree in Business Administration there. 
She was studying in Switzerland for one year and then 
returned to KIMEP to finish the studies. 

Gulzhan had a difficult time after her graduation.

“I didn’t have experience in my field. I knew only KIMEP’s 
program and felt a little bit lost,” she says. “You cannot 
compare work and study.” 

According to Gulzhan, it is very important for students to 
work or have an internship during the summer because 
work experience is essential in building a career.

“After graduation, I started working as an analyst at 
the International Department of Modern Politics,” says 
Gulzhan. She had been working there for two months 
when her KIMEP classmate invited her to work in 
investment banking. 

“It was a great experience for me,” she says. After that, 
she worked at different places, in different positions and 
understood that working in the office is difficult for her.

“I wanted to continue my education and get a master 
degree,” she says. “At that time I wanted to do something 
creative, so I found an acting school program at Columbia 
University.” 

She went to New York but didn’t pass the exams, so she 
came back to Kazakhstan and started dancing for her 
own pleasure. Then she went to New York University as an 
exchange student to the acting courses for four months 
and entered the Actors Studio Drama School in New York 
the following year.

“I got the Bolashak scholarship for my studies, even 
though it was very difficult,” Gulzhan says. Gulzhan 
studied there from 2009 to 2012 and then came back to 
Kazakhstan. 

“I brought a Broadway show “Venus in Fur” to Almaty, 
which became quite famous and successful,” she says.

Now Gulzhan teaches in an acting school, works at Terra 
Fiori, and writes scenes.
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Interview with Nodira Nurimova, BSC 2015

Assistant Corporate Finance Manager

Why did you choose KIMEP?
I chose KIMEP for good, (western) education in the 
heart of Central Asia, freedom to choose the classes 
you want, ability to manage your own schedule, and 
the broad variety of opportunities it provided to its 
students. Everything I wanted to achieve at university – I 
did at KIMEP. I studied abroad for two years, learned a 
new language, participated in many conferences and 
competitions, met friends from almost everywhere in the 
world and even lived on an Island in Spain. I am thankful 
to KIMEP for my very adventurous, diverse, international, 
and a truly amazing experience. 

What memories stand out from your time at KIMEP?
Oh, there are so many. I immediately see the faces of my 
friends on various occasions and/in from various locations 
– living in the dorms, traveling, studying, staying up late, 
working on projects, achievements and celebrations, hard 
work, excitement to see your friends when you are back 
from winter holidays, and those little everyday things that 
made you happy. 
Do you have any memories of outstanding professors?
Yes, I will never forget waking up at 6 a.m. on Saturday 
to go to a Management exam of M. Conrad, haha. The 
attitude, the setting, and the rules were just amazing! I 
loved it. I learned a lot and that ‘training’ was quite useful 
in real life. Thank you, Dr. Conrad!

What is your current job and when did you start? 
Right after graduation, I joined BAT as a management 
trainee. I now graduated to my new role of Assistant 
Corporate Finance Manager where I am responsible for 
planning and reporting of financials for BAT Uzbekistan.

How did KIMEP education help with your job?
KIMEP taught me to think, to analyze, and to make my 
own decisions. Through all the projects and business 
cases, you are more prepared to solve real life business 
challenges. While having had a full load of classes, a part-
time job, and a side project, it teaches you to prioritize, 
plan your time, and stretches your learning capability 
and the ability to perform in stressful situations or with 
little time. Studying abroad or being involved in student 
organizations help you to think quickly on your feet, 
look for solutions, communicate effectively, and manage 
people and events. Overall, this is an excellent training 
that better prepares you for real life, on top of the 
knowledge you obtain. 

Did you stay in touch with your classmates and if so, 
how often do you meet them?
Yes, of course. Most of them are in different countries 
so we don’t meet as often as we’d like to, but we are in 
touch online. 

What would be your advice to current students?
Work hard, play hard and make the most of your years 
in school. It’s an amazing time. I know you may disagree 
with me at times but believe me, you will remember those 
late nights studying for finals with a smile on your face 
one day. And even more, you will miss those days and 
people you are studying with, so enjoy! 

How do you stay calm and focused? Do you do 
anything outside of work to help you with this?

Yes, I exercise and try to meditate regularly. 

What are your ideas on happiness and success?
For me happiness is simple. It’s your friends and family 
– seeing them happy. It’s working on something that 
gives you purpose and fulfillment in life and it’s those 
additional ‘tiny beautiful things’ in your day-to-day life. 
Success is constant work – it’s challenging you with 
higher goals and always striving to be better.

Is there anything else you would like to share with the 
KIMEP community?
No, I just would like to thank KIMEP for my friends and 
my experience. 



51

the letter from Brad Morgan, KIMEP International Alum

Hello! 

My name is Brad Morgan, and I am a KIMEP International 
Alum! In 2011, I met a kind, beautiful, and intelligent 
woman at Winona State University in Minnesota 
(USA) and fell in love quickly. We started dating in the 
beginning of 2012 and by the end of the spring semester, 
she had to return home, to Almaty. In her last weeks 
in Minnesota, I made a promise that I would come to 
Kazakhstan. In a short period of time, I found a University 
that had a partnership with KIMEP for an international 
student exchange program. I quickly enrolled and was 
awarded a scholarship to study abroad, and by the end of 
July 2012, after a 10-hour train ride, 24-hour flight with a 
12-hour layover, and a crazy taxi ride, I arrived in Almaty. 
Within a couple of weeks, I began my year-long study 
at KIMEP. Two years later, we married and are now living 
together happily in Denver, Colorado! Another important 
aspect that makes KIMEP such a meaningful place is that 
my wife is also a graduate of KIMEP!

Over the course of my studies at KIMEP, I met many 
people from around the world and built great 
relationships with people that I still keep in touch with 
today! I keep in touch with several people over social 
media and have been fortunate enough to have returned 
to Almaty twice to meet with a few friends! In addition to 
meeting great people along the way, there were several 
professors that stood out and made a true impact on 
me. While all my professors were wonderful, I thoroughly 
enjoyed my Quantitative Data Analysis course with 
Azhar, my Macro Economics course with Eldar, and my 
Operations Management Class with Ha Jin Hwang. I am 
grateful to have had the opportunity to learn from such 
sharp minds and be challenged to the next level!

Currently, I work as an Enrollment and Completion 
Advisor for National American University at the Denver 
campus in Colorado. My primary role is to enroll students 
in academic programs, but I have also taken on the 
privilege and responsibility of working with international 
students, which is what got me into higher education. I 
have been in my current role for two years and plan to 
move into a position working primarily with international 
students and teaching business classes soon! Since 
graduating with my Bachelor degree, I have held several 
positions in banking, business, and now in education, 
and one important thing that I’ve learned is that you 

have to love what you 
do. If you go to work and 
count the minutes till the 
weekend, you should look 
for something that better 
fits who you are. You will 
be happier and it will show 
in your work. Therefore, 
your employer will also be 
happy!

My experience at KIMEP 
is what helped motivate me to get into higher education. 
My experience as an international student convinced 
me that studying abroad is a college experience that all 
students should be aware of and have an opportunity to 
participate in. Studying at KIMEP allowed me to develop 
my communication skills, my cultural sensitivity, and 
general openness, which are all skills that are important 
when working with people from all over the world. I will 
forever be grateful for this.

The best piece of advice that I can give to current 
students is to take full advantage of opportunities 
presented to you, whether it is a club, an event, or an 
internship opportunity. The actions you take in your 
studies can have an impact on what you will do after 
college! I also highly recommend participating in study 
abroad or student exchange programs. Studying abroad 
opens your mind to new perspectives and opportunities 
that can only come from experiencing a new culture! 
Moreover, it looks great on a resume!
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Caspi Meruerty Operating Company BV,  
Contract engineer

My name is Gulnaz Tasbulatova, I am a KIMEP University 
graduate of 2010, the Bang College of Business, Bachelor 
of Accounting and Audit. When I finished boarding school 
for gifted children, Daryn, in 2007, I had a cherished 
dream to study at KIMEP. 

I had been studying English from an early age. At the 
same time with preparation and passing the Unified 
National Testing, I passed KIMEP entrance exams and 
started searching grant opportunities. I submitted 
documents to different companies and, thanks to 
my excellent high school grades, I won a grant from 
‘Tolkynneftegas’ LLP. 

During my studies at KIMEP, I won N.A. Nazarbayev 
President’s Scholarship for excellent academic progress. I 
lived on the campus and combined classes with part-time 
work as a student-assistant to a professor since KIMEP 
students have an opportunity to study and work. 

My sister, Nabat Retbay, holder of Altyn Belgi award, 
graduated from the Economic College and also entered 
KIMEP University. She passed the IELTS exam in the 11th 
grade and was admitted to KIMEP with a high score. With 
such excellent results and Altyn Belgi award, Nabat won 
50% grant of KIMEP University and 50% grant of ‘North 
Caspian Operating Company’ (NCOC). Nabat graduated 
from KIMEP with the double major from Bang College of 
Business: Bachelor of Accounting and Audit and Bachelor 
of Finance. Also during her studies at KIMEP, she worked 
as student-assistant to a professor. 

Three children of our family graduated from KIMEP University 

KIMEP University helps students develop skills and 
knowledge; its professors are experts in their fields. 
Nabat and I graduated from KIMEP with high GPA’s 
and diplomas with honors within three years and were 
employed by one of the Big Four companies, Ernst & 
Young. 

KIMEP is a unique University; students can select 
lecturers, courses, programs, and the duration of their 
study – all of which is very convenient. 

My younger sister, Ulzira Retbayeva, dreamed of 
becoming a lawyer. In 2011, the Law School was opened 
at KIMEP University. She had a goal to be admitted to 
KIMEP with a grant like her elder sisters. After passing the 
KIMEP entrance exams with a high score, Ulzira won the 
Law School educational grant and the Ozenmynaygas JSC 
company grant. 

For Ulzira, KIMEP was already familiar. She learnt about 
it from us and consulted with us on choosing subjects 
and lecturers. Heeding our advice, she participated in an 
international exchange program and went to a leading 
Slovenian Institute of Business and Economy. 
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Three children of our family graduated from KIMEP University 

KIMEP helped us obtain a high quality education, gave 
useful experience, and an active social life. Nabat and 
Ulzira had professional internship training at the Ministry 
of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan and 
at the Ministry of Justice. All three of us took an active 
part in the life of KIMEP University and were members of 
various student associations. 

KIMEP gives you a bright future. Thanks to the knowledge 
and skills gained, we found jobs according to our 
specialties right away. KIMEP graduates are always 
welcomed in companies, employed fast, and have very 
good feedback from employers.

Currently, I work in petroleum company ‘Caspi Meruerty 
Operating Company B.V.’ (CMOC), a petroleum operator 
that works on behalf of contracting companies ‘OOC 
‘KazMunayTeniz’ LLP, ‘Oman Pearls Company Limited’ 
and ‘Shell EP Offshore Ventures Limited’. Currently, I 
am expecting to get Chartered Institution Procurement 
and Supply (CIPS) certification. Nabat is working for 
petroleum company ‘Astra-Star’. She is also a valuable 
employee and is respected by her team. Nabat is 
completing her certification for ACCA (Association of 
Chartered Certified Accountants) qualification. The 
youngest sister, Ulzira, graduated from KIMEP in July 2017 
and is now considering job proposals. 

We are three sisters who are very lucky and grateful to 
our parents who invested into our education and opened 
opportunities for us to develop, grow and test ourselves. 

On behalf of my sisters, I sincerely congratulate 
our KIMEP University, faculty, students, alumni, and 
administrators on the 25th Anniversary! 25 years is a 
period for setting high goals. I wish KIMEP community to 
implement these goals to their fullest! From our hearts, 
we wish faculty challenging work and dedicated students, 
we wish students to succeed, and we wish alumni to 
have the jobs of their dreams. May our KIMEP University 
flourish and always be in high demand! 
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Every year KIMEP University organizes the Alumni Lunch 
with its prominent graduates. The Lunch is a platform 
that allows maintaining a strong relationship between 
the University and its alumni and helps both build an 
effective relationship with KIMEP community. 

This year Lunch was very special, it was dedicated to the 
celebration of the 25th Anniversary of KIMEP University 
and launch of the first of its kind online Alumni Giving 
Campaign in cooperation with Qazkom Bank e-pay 
system. All donations received through this Online 
Donation Program will be contributed to the “Rakhmet” 
Educational Scholarship Fund, which supports talented 
KIMEP students in need of financial aid, regardless of 
their age, sex, nationality, religion, year of admission or 
program of study. 

The event took place in Palladium Restaurant in the 
center of Almaty. It is the long lasting KIMEP tradition 
to host the Lunch with alumni in such a family-like, 
friendly atmosphere. Interesting conversations and news 
accompanied the event. This year ten prominent alumni 
donors participated in the meeting. All of them supported 
the idea of the Campaign because they understand the 
importance of high-quality education in the present 
and future of the country. Moreover, giving back is not 
only about returning to alma mater but about helping 
others gain such a valuable asset as education, which can 
determine the direction of their lives. 

Dr. Timothy Barnett, Provost and General Deputy to the 
President, represented KIMEP University at the Lunch. 
He addressed all the attendees with a welcome note. 
After, all participants introduced themselves shortly. 
Then, Raushan Kanayeva, Director of the Corporate 
Development Department, discussed the details of the 
Alumni Giving Campaign and KIMEP Alumni Association 
with the event participants and presented the sixth issue 
of the Alumni Magazine.

Among other guests of the Lunch, there were Daulet 
Musstafin (G2015) and Assiya Yermukhametova (G2011) 
who received grants from alumni during their st

udies at KIMEP University. Now, they are successful young 
professionals. Assiya chose to be a Donor for other 
students to reach graduation (she initiated the creation of 
a grant for a student in need). She stated that nothing is 
impossible for a young specialist.

After the Lunch, everyone took part in the photo session 
and received presents from KIMEP University. Alumni 
Lunch is the great occasion to meet the classmates and 
old friends and remember university times. KIMEP is not 
about education only but about friendship, people, and 
great discoveries and achievements they reach together 
and that invest to their successful future.

ALUMNI LUNCH IN ALMATY, 2017
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Spring 2017 was special for KIMEP alumni from 
Kyrgyzstan and for KIMEP University, there was a first-ever 
international Alumni Reunion event in the spectacular 
“FRUNZE” restaurant in the heart of Bishkek city. 

More than 30 outstanding KIMEP alumni from Kyrgyzstan 
gathered for a family-like, friendly dinner.

Raushan Kanayeva, Director of the Corporate 
Development Department, Farida Kassabekova, Alumni 
Specialist, Nicolas Zambrana-Tevar, Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor of the Law School and Natalya Miltseva, 
Director of the Student Recruitment and Admissions, 
represented KIMEP University at this very special event. 

KIMEP representatives and KIMEP Alumni Ambassador in 
Bishkek and event moderator, Alisher Khodzhamniyazov 
(BSS G2014), gave very touching speeches. Many alumni 
speeches were very sincere and interesting. These young 
professionals have already achieved so much for their 
age, and they owed their success stories to their alma 
mater, KIMEP University. 

Spring Bishkek Alumni Reunion, 2017

The official part of the evening included awarding 
certificates of appreciation to the alumni who 
contributed to the organization of the event. Alisher 
Khodzhamniyazov (BSS G2014), Dastan Omuraliev (BSC 
G2010), Akramdzhan Mavlankhodzhaev (BSC G2013) and 
Aikhan Nurzhan (BSC G2017) contributed their time and 
efforts to organize the Bishkek Alumni Reunion 2017.

After a photo session, KIMEP University representatives 
invited the guests to participate in a trivia game, where 
alumni answered the questions about KIMEP. Alumni 
actively participated in the game and were happy to get 
small memorable prizes from the University. 

This event has demonstrated that Alumni Reunions are 
important for both the graduates and KIMEP University. 
Alumni from Kyrgyzstan of different classes and ages, 
working in different fields, all united that evening for 
networking, supporting each other, remembering their 
alma mater. All of us – students, faculty, alumni, staff – 
truly are one big family. 
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CONTACT US

Ways to keep in touch
•	 Have you changed your job, email or phone number?  

Update your contact information electronically: cdd@
kimep.kz.

•	 Keep up to date on events, news, contests, and more 
via e-mail.

•	 Get together with alumni in your region or who share 
your interests.

•	 Build your professional networks and connect with 
alumni through KIMEP official pages on Facebook @
kimepalumniassociation and Instagram @kimep_
alumni_association

Alumni Success Stories

If you would like KIMEP to highlight your professional or 
community service activities, we will be happy to include 
your profile in alumni-related publications. 

Please contact cdd@kimep.kz to participate.

Services for Alumni
KIMEP University is proud of its alumni. The success 
of the Institute depends primarily on the success of its 
graduates. KIMEP is pleased to offer the following list of 
benefits for its alumni: 

•	 10% discounts for the Professional Development 
Programs (PDCP) of the Executive Education Center 
of KIMEP, as well as foreign language courses and 
preparatory courses for the children for the admission 
to KIMEP.

•	 Free access to the resources of the KIMEP Library.
•	 Free entrance to the KIMEP Sports Center with 

advance reservation. 
•	 Rental of the conference halls of KIMEP with 10% 

discount for conferences, training, and seminars. 
•	 Career and Employment Center offers its services 

to help alumni find good candidates among KIMEP 
graduates for permanent work and internship 
opportunities.
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the PERSON FROM THE COVER:

Aidana Bassenova, Graduate of 2017, Bang College 
of Business, Bachelor of Finance (Magna Cum Laude), 
KIMEP University 

Currently works in KPMG, Almaty Office, Assistant 1, 
Audit Department

Achievements: 
Scholarships at KIMEP University: 

KazEnergy Scholarship, Dean’s Scholarship, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev Presidential Stipend       

During the exchange programs: 

Vidzeme University of Applied Sciences, Baltic 
International Summer School Valmiera, Latvia 
Latvian Government Scholarship 

Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey
Mevlana Scholarship / Erasmus+ ICM Scholarship

Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz, Graz, Austria
Erasmus Mundus Scholarship          

Summer Entrepreneurship Leadership Program, Seattle, 
WA/Chicago, IL, the Unite States, 2015 (Participant) 

CONFERENCES

International Student Week in Ilmenau, Ilmenau, 
Germany, 2017
International Forum of the European Youth Parliament, 
Belgrade, Serbia, 2016
ASEF Young Leaders Summit, Luxembourg, 2015 (selected 
out of 5500 candidates) 
Leadership Development Day,  Almaty, Kazakhstan, 2014
iLeader. Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria, 2013

AWARDS

MARS Case Competition I place
PwC Level Up Case Competition III place                                                                              
Diploma for Academic Excellence              
Changellenge Case Competition High Quality Award                                                                  
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